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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Contemporary Traditionalism offers a distinctive model of state and
governance, yet its political thought remains understudied. Existing
scholarship falls into three broad categories: historical-intellectual studies
(e.g., Sedgwick’s Against the Modern World), comparative studies (e.g.,
Malekian, Pazouki), and critical studies (e.g., Legenhausen). Historical
studies trace the movement’s development but rarely analyze its political
content systematically. Comparative studies contrast Traditionalism with
fundamentalism or religious intellectualism but focus mainly on
epistemological and anthropological differences, not on the structural
relations among political concepts. Critical studies offer valuable critiques
but do not employ network analysis to formalize them. Moreover,
conventional hermeneutic and qualitative methods are largely linear and
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text-centered, incapable of mapping complex conceptual networks,
distinguishing central from peripheral concepts, or assessing coherence
quantitatively. This study addresses both gaps: the content gap concerning
Traditionalist political thought and the methodological gap in studying
conceptual networks. It applies network analysis of concepts, a method
rooted in actor-network theory and cognitive semantics, enabling a
structural, systemic, and visual study of political thought.

The research question is: What are the fundamental components of the
concept of state in the thought of Guénon, Schuon, Coomaraswamy,
Burckhardt, and Nasr, and what relationships obtain among them? The
hypothesis is that hierarchical anthropology—based on innate inequality,
epistemic elitism, and natural classes—is the central node; other components
acquire meaning only in relation to it. The study has a twofold aim: first, to
provide a systematic re-reading of Traditionalist political thought centered
on the concept of state; second, to introduce network analysis as a
quantitative and visual complement to interpretive methods. It also seeks to
show that even if one accepts the implicit political implications of this
anthropology, an unresolved internal contradiction remains. The critique is
thus not of the absence of an answer, but of the inconsistency of existing
implicit answers.

Methodology

Network analysis of concepts was applied. Key political works of the five
thinkers were purposively sampled. Selection criteria included direct
discussion of state, government, or politics; reference to concepts such as
justice, guardianship, democracy, and secularism and their derivatives; and
presence of the concept in at least three thinkers. Concepts were extracted
based on semantic repetition and thematic importance, and each received an
operational definition. Two independent coders achieved Cohen’s kappa =
0.86, indicating high reliability. Triangulation was also used. Four
relationship types were defined: synonymy (two concepts referring to the
same thing, e.g., perfect man and qutb); hierarchy (one concept being a
subset of another, e.g., natural classes under hierarchical anthropology);
opposition (two concepts standing against each other, e.g., equality vs.
inequality); and implication (one concept necessitating another, e.g., spiritual
guardianship implies epistemic elitism). After identifying relationships
among 14 concepts, the network was drawn, consisting of 14 nodes and 47
edges. Density is 0.52; average geodesic distance is 1.7, indicating high
coherence. Degree centrality and betweenness centrality were calculated to
identify central and peripheral concepts.
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Findings

The network centers on hierarchical anthropology (degree centrality 11;
betweenness 0.42), composed of inequality, natural classes, and perfect man.
In the second rank are spiritual guardianship (degree 9) and negation of
democracy (degree 8), which are themselves implications of hierarchical
anthropology. Spiritual guardianship, due to its implicational relationship
with epistemic elitism and secularism, plays a key role in establishing the
epistemic basis of political legitimacy, though Traditionalists refrain from
formulating its institutional form. The third rank includes non-separation of
religion and politics (6), primacy of duty (5), and minimal government (4).
Return to tradition (3) is peripheral, indicating it is the proposed solution, not
the foundation. Oppositions include equality vs. inequality, democracy vs.
spiritual guardianship, secularism vs. non-separation, and primacy of right
vs. primacy of duty. Thus Traditionalism defines itself as an anti-modern
political philosophy in which each concept stands in direct opposition to a
fundamental concept of modernity.

Nasr holds a distinct position. Unlike Guénon and Schuon, influenced by
Hindu and Buddhist traditions, Nasr draws on Islamic philosophy (Mulla
Sadra) and Shiite mysticism, linking guardianship and the perfect man to
social guidance. However, this remains potential and never becomes a
practical political theory. In later works, especially after 9/11, he adopts clear
political and ethical positions but offers no operational governance model.
On the desired political system, he is ambiguous: he acknowledges wilayat
al-faqih as comprehensive but neither endorses nor structurally criticizes it,
retreating to abstract mystical guardianship and the vague idea of “action
without action.” This reveals a fundamental gap in moving from
metaphysical critique to institutional design.

Conclusion

Traditionalist political thought is internally coherent, organized around
hierarchical anthropology and the primacy of self-cultivation over
institutional engineering. Reform of the state depends on reform of the
human being, and no independent institutional model is offered. Yet reliance
on self-cultivation without institutional mechanisms creates an aporia in the
modern world. Network analysis revealed the hidden core and visually
displayed the internal contradiction between minimal government and non-
separation of religion and politics. Despite coherence, Traditionalism faces
three major criticisms: (1) conflict between negating democracy and
affirming freedom without institutional guarantees; (2) lack of an objective,
operational model for the desired state; (3) neglect of modernity’s positive
achievements, such as reduced structural violence, expanded education, and
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relative welfare. Nonetheless, its critique of spiritual crisis and extreme
individualism remains valuable. Future research can compare its conceptual
network with fundamentalism, religious intellectualism, and other political
theories, and explore whether Nasr’s post-2001 developments can help
Traditionalism overcome its operational impasse.

Keywords: Traditionalism, State, Network Analysis of Concepts, Seyyed
Hossein Nasr, Sophia Perennis.
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