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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the age of the attention economy, the scarcity of attention, rather than
information, has fundamentally altered political power, shifting its logic
from territorial sovereignty toward a new form of perceptual sovereignty
exercised through algorithmic power. While classical theories of sovereignty
(Bodin, Hobbes, Schmitt) defined political authority in terms of territory,
population, and legitimate violence, the digital revolution and the rise of
digital platforms have rendered these frameworks inadequate. The
emergence of digital platforms, big data, Al, and the algorithmic power
embedded in recommender systems has transformed information production,
distribution, and consumption, reshaping the public sphere itself. Herbert
Simon recognized that in an information-rich world, a wealth of information
creates a poverty of attention—the very scarcity that drives the attention
economy (Simon, 1971). Michael Goldhaber argued that in the digital
economy, attention has become the primary currency of competition. Despite
extensive research on the attention economy, surveillance capitalism, and
algorithmic power, the existing literature lacks a coherent framework
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explaining how the attention economy transforms political power into
perceptual sovereignty, and how the erosion of cognitive security
accompanies this transformation.

Research Question

How has the attention economy transformed the structure of political power
in the age of algorithmic power? Specifically, is political power transitioning
from territorial sovereignty toward perceptual sovereignty, a new model
based on control of perception, attention, and information infrastructures
across digital platforms?

Literature Review

The literature is classified into four streams: classical sovereignty studies,
attention economy research, algorithmic power and digital platform
governance studies, and cognitive warfare and cognitive security research,
the four pillars underpinning the theory of perceptual sovereignty.

Classical sovereignty theories (Bodin, Hobbes, Schmitt) conceived
sovereignty as absolute, perpetual, and indivisible state power over a defined
territory. Foucault introduced disciplinary power, while Deleuze anticipated
the shift to networked, fluid power. Neither provided a systematic
framework for digital-age sovereignty in the era of algorithmic power—a
gap that the concept of perceptual sovereignty seeks to fill.

Attention economy studies began with Simon, who argued that attention
is the primary scarce resource. Goldhaber claimed attention has become the
most valuable capital within the attention economy. Tim Wu demonstrated
how attention, initially harnessed by digital platforms for economic profit,
was appropriated by states for political mobilization. Nelson-Field
emphasized that the attention economy is a framework for understanding
power relations in networked societies, laying the groundwork for a theory
of perceptual sovereignty.

Algorithmic power research (Bucher, Gillespie, Kitchin) shows that
algorithmic power operates through digital platforms as a mechanism
shaping perception and governing behavior. Zuboff demonstrated that
surveillance capitalism transforms behavioral prediction into a new source of
algorithmic power. Han introduced psychopolitics, showing how digital
power penetrates the psyche. However, Han's analysis remains at the
individual level, while perceptual sovereignty extends algorithmic power to
macro-structures of governance.

Cognitive warfare research (Claverie & du Cluzel) defines cognitive
warfare as an unconventional form of warfare using cyber tools to alter
cognitive processes, exploit mental biases, and influence decision-making—
the operational front line on which perceptual sovereignty is contested. Rid
argues that cognitive warfare targets the epistemic order, eroding the ability
to distinguish reality from falsehood. The EUISS defines cognitive security
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as protection of perceptual and decision-making processes from external
manipulation, while NATO-CCDCOE emphasizes that cognitive security
requires maintaining coherence of core structures: trust, identity, epistemic
standards, and strategic orientation.

Methodology

This research adopts a theoretical-analytical approach employing three
complementary strategies: conceptual analysis to formulate a precise
definition of perceptual sovereignty; theoretical interpretation to clarify its
relationship with classical traditions of sovereignty; and comparative review
of interdisciplinary literature across the four domains of the attention
economy, algorithmic power, cognitive warfare, and cognitive security, and
the transformation of digital platforms and the public sphere. This study
relies on primary sources from key theorists using documentary methods. By
nature, this research is theoretical and reflective, employing no empirical
methods.

Results

Perceptual sovereignty, defined as the ability to direct, regulate, and
restructure collective perception through control of information flows, digital
infrastructures, data, and algorithmic power, encompasses four key
indicators that together constitute the architecture of perceptual sovereignty.
First, the management of public attention flows, the core resource of the
attention economy, operates through voluntary self-display and active
collaboration of subjects, which Han explains within "digital transparency."
Second, the architecture of information and data functions as a mechanism
of algorithmic power shaping users' perceptual horizons. Pasquale describes
how ranking systems and recommender algorithms on digital platforms
profoundly influence what we see, think, and do. Third, the reorganization of
the public sphere involves the transformation from rational deliberation to
spaces fragmented by algorithmic curation (Habermas), a shift that erodes
cognitive security at the societal level. Fourth, the influence of digital
platforms on policymaking refers to the informal algorithmic power shaping
political decisions. Zuboff describes surveillance capitalism as a "Big Other"
controlling human experience. Castells argues that communication processes
constitute the main field for the formation of planning projects and the
legitimization of social bases. Digital platforms become effective policy
actors whose formal power does not correspond to their actual influence
within the emerging public sphere.

Perceptual sovereignty complements rather than replaces territorial
sovereignty. States maintain border control and legal authority, but new
arenas of algorithmic power have emerged in the communication networks
of digital platforms. Cognitive warfare provides the operational basis for
perceptual sovereignty, and the defense of cognitive security has become its
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counterpart. Korobeynikov, Davydiuk, and Mokhor argue that cognitive
warfare targets not what people know but how they construct knowledge and
perceive reality. Rid argues that active measures of cognitive warfare erode
the epistemic order gradually; when the authority of evidence erodes,
emotions fill the void, undermining cognitive security at both the individual
and the collective levels.

This transformation redefines sovereignty, power, and democracy through
the lens of perceptual sovereignty. Power has simultaneously political,
informational, and cognitive dimensions. States have ceded part of their
power to the algorithmic power of digital platforms. Economic criteria based
on the logic of the attention economy have replaced normative criteria based
on rational discourse in the public sphere. Cognitive security has become a
fundamental dimension of national security, and, by extension, of perceptual
sovereignty itself.

Discussion

Perceptual sovereignty offers several theoretical innovations: it integrates the
fragmented literatures of the attention economy, algorithmic power,
cognitive warfare, and cognitive security into a unified framework; bridges
classical and critical theories of sovereignty; extends Han's psychopolitics to
macro-structures of governance; and provides a conceptual basis for
understanding changing political competition within the public sphere.
However, critical questions remain. Perceptual sovereignty supplements
rather than supplants territorial sovereignty. The relative algorithmic power
of digital platforms versus states requires further empirical investigation.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the attention economy has shifted political
power from territorial control to the control of perception and public
attention. Under current conditions, attention and data flows have become
the new axis of algorithmic power; non-state actors, particularly digital
platforms, play a decisive role in managing public perception and reshaping
the public sphere; cognitive warfare and the erosion of cognitive security
have become integral to this contest; and states have ceded part of their
power to algorithmic spaces. Perceptual sovereignty offers a new theoretical
framework for understanding this transformation of power in the digital age.

Keywords: Perceptual Sovereignty, Attention Economy, Algorithmic Power,
Cognitive Warfare, Cognitive Security, Digital Platforms, Public Sphere.
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