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Introduction

In the contemporary era, Iranian society has not experienced
stable and continuous conditions in terms of equilibrium
between the government and the society. After the establishment
of a government under new political conditions, the situation has
often changed after a relatively short period of time due to
various factors, including social dissatisfaction and the
emergence of latent social capacities and power within society.
Regarding the new government established in 1979 and the
developments of the last four decades in Iran, relatively little
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research has examined the conditions of society and the state,
the trajectory of social revolutionary dynamics, and the ways
in which the government has responded to social demands.
Consequently, research in this field seems necessary. In the
current research, in light of this need, the conditions of society
and the government in Iran over the past four decades are
examined. For this purpose, the 1979 Revolution is taken as the
temporal point of departure and the factors of unity in the early
years of the revolution are discussed. Subsequently, with
attention to the divergence that emerged between the
government and society in later periods, the factors
contributing to this divergence are investigated.

Methodology

During the period under consideration, one of these two
elements has tended toward conservatism and stability,
favoring the preservation of existing conditions, while the
other, on the contrary, has shown an inclination toward
dynamism and engagement with the emerging conditions of the
new world. This basis of transformation and stagnation will be
analyzed within the framework of the dialectic theory of
understanding. Dialectic is a process through which the
phenomenon is inherently subject to change and dynamism.
Every phenomenon contains conditions that evolve over time,
and this change can include awareness. In some cases,
processes continue to develop and transform, whereas in others
they move toward cessation and relative stasis.

Results and Discussion
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In the present study, the research method is based on the
retrospective post-event (ex post facto) approach, in which
casual relationships are investigated after the occurrence. In
other words, the causes and relevant variables are inferred from
their observable effects. The aim of this research is to
investigate the patterns of convergence and divergence
between government and society in Iran over the past four
decades. To achieve this purpose, the conditions of both
government and society, as well as the effective variables
influencing the evolution of the society and the government
during the considered time process are examined. Since 1979,
the government and society in Iran have had two periods: The
period of unity and the period of conflict. Time constitutes a
crucial analytical factor in this context. Beginning from the
turning point of the 1979 Revolution, it becomes possible to
analyze the initial convergence between government and
society in light of the prevailing historical conditions.
However, as developments unfolded over time, accompanied
by the accumulation of social demands and issues, alongside
the government’s limited capacity to resolve them, the
relationship between society and the government gradually
moved toward divergence.

The main question is, what was the nature of the relationship
between the view of Iranian government and society after the
Islamic Revolution, particularly regarding domestic and
foreign policy, and how this relationship has evolved. An
examination of the political and social developments of the past
four decades suggests that, in the early years after the
revolution, which we call the period of unity, there was a
significant level of convergence between the political system
and society. This unity was largely shaped by several factors,
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including the revolutionary atmosphere itself, the Iran—Iraq
war, and the availability of rent-based economic resources.
However, over time this convergence gradually weakened,
giving way to increasing divergence between the government
and society. Eventually, this divergence developed into a
conflict. Evidence of this shift can be found in the survey data,
conducted by the Iranian student’s opinion survey center 2005.

Conclusion

In this survey, the overall level of trust in government officials
was reported 21%, which is an important indicator of the
growing gap between the society and government. developments
in the years following this survey suggest that this divergence
has continued to intensify. Another important factor in
understanding the dynamics of society is the level of public
support for freedom, particularly freedom of the media, which is
widely regarded as one of the principal pillars of a free society.
Therefore, support for media freedom within the dominant
culture and social conditions of a country can be interpreted as
an indicator of social dynamism and transformation. According
to the survey research of the opinion polling center, in 2005, a
large proportion of students expressed agreement with several
statements emphasizing freedom and minimal government
interference in the media. Therefore, the most important factors
and determinants that moved the situation between the society
and the government towards divergence are the international
system, social awareness, and internal and external policies,
which have been examined in detail.
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