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Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the Operation Al-Agsa Flood (October 7, 2023) and the
subsequent massive, all-out Israeli attacks on Gaza, followed
by escalations in the West Bank and South Lebanon, and the
broader regional crisis in the Middle East, the prospect of
establishing an independent Palestinian state alongside Israel
has once again become a central issue. What was previously
almost entirely absent from the political agendas of the Israeli
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government, regional actors, and major world powers has now
emerged as an international concern. The present study aimed
to assess the feasibility of realizing the two-state solution under
the changing conditions ahead. The main research question is:
How viable is the establishment of an independent Palestinian
state alongside the existing Jewish state of Israel? The question
becomes significant in light of Israel’s actions since the onset
of the occupation of Palestine, particularly the developments in
the Gaza Strip between 2023 and 2025. Moreover, the study is
based on the hypothesis that state-building in Palestine
involves two irreconcilable processes. On one hand, the Israeli
state has successfully undertaken state-building measures that
consolidate its formation and stabilization. On the other hand,
Palestinians have been systematically denied the essential
elements of statehood—including population, territory,
government, sovereignty, and international recognition—
leading to the collapse of any viable state-building efforts. For
this reason, the establishment of two separate Palestinian and
Jewish states is unlikely, particularly in the aftermath of 7
October 2023.

Materials and Methods

The study adopted a descriptive—analytical approach within its
methodological framework. The data was collected through
library research, which involved reviewing scholarly books and
articles, as well as English and Persian reports from reliable
media sources, such as Al Jazeera.
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Results and Discussion

The analysis relied on the concept of nation-state building,
which has, over time, led to the related concept of nation—state
destruction. According to Article 1 of the Montevideo
Convention, an independent state is defined as one possessing
a permanent population, a defined territory, an independent
government, and sovereignty; the one which is capable of
establishing relations with other states. Over more than a
century in the land of Palestine—particularly from the Basel
Congress in Switzerland in 1897 to 2024—an adverse trend has
emerged regarding the components of the nation-state. The
contradictory processes of nation—state building in Palestine
have persisted and intensified across multiple dimensions. In
terms of population, the growth of the Jewish population has
occurred at the expense of the Palestinian population, which
has been subjected to displacement, systematic violence, and
acts amounting to genocide and ethnic cleansing. The
continuous destruction of the Palestinian population has taken
many forms, including the use of conventional and non-
conventional weapons, targeted killings, frequent massacres,
and even starvation as a weapon. Since 7 October 2023, 72,000
Palestinians have been killed and over 200,000 injured, many
suffering permanent disabilities. The tension between state-
building and state-destruction has also intensified with respect
to territorial control. While Israel has pursued expansion and
territorial integration, Palestinian territories have become
smaller and increasingly fragmented.
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Developments over the past 24 months indicate an acceleration
of Israeli territorial expansion not only within the West Bank
and Gaza Strip but also extending into South Lebanon and the
Golan Heights. The 364-square-kilometer territory of Gaza is
divided into four regions. Settlement construction is not limited
to the West Bank—where an increase of one million settlers is
planned—it is also set to expand into the Gaza Strip.

The inadequacy of state-building in Palestine is particularly
evident in the administrative and organizational spheres. Since
Jewish immigration to Palestine in the late 19th century,
military militias such as the Palmach, Irgun, and Stern have laid
the foundation for a strong military force, which—with direct
and indirect support from the United States—has become one
of the most powerful in the region. In contrast, any attempt by
Palestinians to form a military force has been labeled terrorism,
effectively preventing the creation of an armed force—a key
prerequisite for statehood in Palestine. Economically, Israel
has exercised control over Palestinian resources (particularly
water), imposing sieges that create severe dependency. By
capturing Jerusalem and declaring it the eternal and indivisible
capital of Israel, the prospect of establishing a Palestinian state
has been rendered practically impossible. Israel has also
systematically destroyed the physical infrastructure necessary
for state formation. From homes and roads to water sources and
agricultural fields, the foundations of a Palestinian state have
been repeatedly targeted. During the recent war in Gaza, all
buildings in the Gaza Strip were razed to the ground, and even
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the streets of West Bank cities were ploughed up.

Moreover, while Israel continues to secure international
recognition and support for its government—through arms
sales, diplomatic influence, and the lobbying power of Jewish
organizations in the United States—it has simultaneously
undermined Palestinian political structures. By depriving
Palestinian self-governing organizations of sovereignty, Israel
has significantly hindered the recognition of a Palestinian
government by other states.

Conclusion

There have been some efforts to establish a two-state system in
the land of Palestine. For example, some Arab countries, such
as Saudi Arabia, insists that normalization of relations with
Israel depend on the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state. There are also international efforts to
recognize Palestine at the level of the United Nations General
Assembly and also by certain European countries. Despite
these efforts, the realization of a two-state solution in Palestine
appears practically impossible. The prospect of peace is further
obstructed by the growing political and military influence of
religious Zionists in Israel, especially among right-wing
government ministers and Knesset members, along with the
intense hatred and animosity that developed between Israelis
and Palestinians during the 2023—-2025 war. Additionally, the
return to power of a highly anti-Palestinian U.S. administration
under the second term of President Trump makes the
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establishment of an independent Palestinian state even more

unattainable.

Keywords: Israel, two states, Nation-state building, Nation-
state destruction, Gaza, Palestine.
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