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Introduction

The recent emergence of Artificial Intelligence (Al), as one of
the most transformative technologies of the 21st century, has
sparked extensive debates across the fields of politics, society,
and philosophy. This technology offers various models ranging
from general applications (e.g., ChatGPT) to surveillance and
big data analysis systems. As such, Al has not only transformed
human lifestyles but also challenged the foundations of
political governance. In both public and professional discourse,
there are conflicting views regarding the political implications
of Al: Is Al a tool to strengthen democracy, or is it a force of
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authoritarianism? And is it possible to propose an alternative,
balanced model to apply Al? These questions have gained
significance, particularly in light of theories such as Langdon
Winner’s politics of technology. In response to these concerns,
the present study aimed to provide a multi-faceted examination
of the relationship between Al, authoritarianism, and
democracy. It sought to analyze the arguments that consider Al
as either serving authoritarianism or strengthening democracy.
The analysis focused on AI’s inherent and structural
consequences that potentially place it in the service of
centralized and autocratic powers. Also, it sought to highlight
possibilities for the democratic use of Al and propose solutions
for mitigating its authoritarian ramifications. The findings can
contribute to a reconsideration of how novel technologies can
be employed to reinforce the fundamental principles of
democracy.

Materials and Methods

The current study adopted a theoretical-analytical method,
relying on conceptual frameworks, philosophical arguments,
and the analysis of political theories. Employing an argument-
based approach, the research critically evaluated different
perspectives regarding the relationship between Al and
political systems. Specifically, the analysis focused on the
views of thinkers such as Langdon Winner, Shoshana Zuboff,
Frank Pasquale, Ivan Krastev, Yuval Noah Harari, and David
Runciman. The method of conceptual analysis was used to
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clarify key concepts such as algorithmic governance,
technological authoritarianism, human agency, and algorithmic
transparency. Moreover, classical political theories concerning
power, transparency, and democracy were consulted to
evaluate the technological implications.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicated that Al, contrary to claims of
neutrality, is structurally synergistic with authoritarian
patterns. This claim can be supported in light of the following
considerations. First, elimination of human agency and
political subjectivity can be considered as a serious implication
of AL. As AI’s capacity for analyzing and predicting human
behavior increases, conscious action and individual decision-
making diminish. In this respect, Shoshana Zuboff uses the
concept of cognitive alienation to explain how Al can bypass
human awareness and will, distancing individuals from their
own experience. The second implication is mass surveillance
and behavioral control. According to Shoshana Zuboff and
Bruce Schneier, mass surveillance has become a primary
instrument of domination. Al and big data models actually
transform citizens into subjects of perpetual monitoring and
control. This form of surveillance enables the exercise of power
without the need for overt repression. The third implication
concerns obscurity and lack of algorithmic transparency. Frank
Pasquale, among others, shows that many decision-making
algorithms have a black box structure; that is, their decision-
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making process is neither visible nor assessable to the public,
and sometimes not even to experts. This leads to the formation
of authority without accountability. Fourth, Al brings about
concentration of data and technological power. As Ivan
Krastev emphasizes, the accumulation and concentration of
data in the hands of governments and large technology
corporations has paved the way for technological dominance
and software-based control over social and political processes.
In China, data concentration is intertwined with the
engineering of public consent. Globalization of surveillance
and export of authoritarianism is another implication of Al that
leads to authoritarianism. In Noah Harari’s view, countries like
China can export their technology-based authoritarian model,
through which regimes can utilize intelligent algorithms to
generate consent and expand social control even without
conscious citizen participation.

Al can also contribute to strengthening democracy under
specific conditions. First, the use of Al can enhance
transparency and accountability. Designing Explainable Al
(XAI) algorithms enables the machine’s decision-making
process to become transparent, allowing for public assessment
and oversight. Such processes can help rebuild public trust.
Second, Al may increase participation and promote direct
democracy. Al-based platforms facilitate the collection of
public opinion, feedback analysis, and the creation of effective
communication channels between the government and citizens.
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Furthermore, policy feasibility can be assessed before
implementation through sentiment and reaction analysis.
Third, Al models can help increase awareness and civic
education. Chatbots, legal document summarizers, and
personalized education via Al can enhance civic awareness and
political literacy. Therefore, Al can play the role of an
awareness facilitator, especially in an era where data is
abundant but its processing is difficult. Finally, Al technology
can be helpful in combating institutional discrimination and
inequality. Machine learning and big data analysis make it
possible to identify patterns of discrimination in areas such as
hiring, resource allocation, and administrative decisions. This
in turn can help reduce institutional injustice.

Conclusion

Al is not merely a technical tool but a political structure that,
in conjunction with power dynamics, can lead to either the
consolidation of authoritarianism or the strengthening of
democracy. Following Langdon Winner’s view, certain
technologies inherently carry political imperatives. Therefore,
the democratic use of Al necessitates institutional and technical
interventions in five areas: developing transparent and
Explainable Al, democratizing access to technological
resources and data, ensuring competition within the structure
of large technology corporations, increasing citizens’ data and
algorithmic literacy, and formulating mandatory ethical and
legal regulations. Ultimately, the relation between Al,
democracy, and authoritarianism is determined not by AI’s
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intrinsic nature, but by its design, governance, and the level of
public participation. According to Daniel Innerarity, Al can be
both a threat to democracy and an opportunity for its
reconstruction; everything depends on the choices we make.

Keywords: Authoritarianism, algorithmic  governance,
democracy, Langdon Winner, Artificial Intelligence,
Explainable Al
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