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Extended Abstract
Introduction

This study aimed to examine the effect of the judiciary’s performance
on the reproduction of political trust in Iran. Trust is essential because
it enables individuals to make positive predictions about the behavior
and performance of institutions in the future. Citizens’ political trust
hinges on whether they believe the government will deliver the desired
results. If people feel that their problems will be addressed in the
future by the performance of political institutions, their trust in the
government will be maintained and reproduced. Recent research
indicates a relative decline in political trust among the lranians. A
2014 social capital survey commissioned by the National Center for
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Social Monitoring of the Ministry of Interior revealed that only 24.2%
of the population believed conditions would improve in the future,
while 43.8% thought their situation would worsen. In contrast, the
second group critiques the society-oriented approach for downplaying
the role of the government in reproducing trust. They argue that the
presence of inclusive, fair, and impartial institutions—such as the
police, courts, and healthcare systems—plays a crucial role in
reproducing trust. These institutions not only contribute to the
reproduction of trust from political and social standpoints but also
help establish and reinforce governmental authority. This research
aligns closely with the approach that emphasizes the role of official
institutions In reproducing political trust. Specifically, it aimed to
examine the impact of government institutions on political trust,
focusing on the role of the judiciary, as a key judicial institution, in
reproducing political trust. It seems there is a significant gap in the
existing literature on the topic in Iran. In this respect, the present study
sought to evaluate the performance of the judiciary, a vital and
influential institution, in building the public trust in the government in
Iran. The study addressed the following key question: What role does
the judiciary play in the erosion of political trust in Iran?

Materials and Methods

The present study used document analysis and field research methods.
The field research involved conducting in-depth interviews with 10
senior lawyers of the judiciary, continuing until theoretical saturation
was achieved. The data analysis process was conducted in two stages:
thematic analysis and process tracing. In the first stage, thematic
analysis was performed by initially coding the interview transcripts,
which led to the identification of 216 basic themes. These themes were
then refined through axial coding to identify 13 core concepts. In the
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final analysis, these core concepts were further grouped into four
broader categories. In the next stage, the process tracing method was
employed to examine the relationship between the quality of judicial
performance and political trust.

Results and Discussion

The thematic analysis led to the identification of 13 core concepts.
They included poor knowledge among judges, poor knowledge among
lawyers, limited access to legal advice, a lack of meritocracy among
judges, guaranteed votes rooted in corruption in the judiciary, a lack
of transparency in the judiciary, the public perception of corruption in
the judiciary, violations among the judiciary’s employees and experts,
numerous and interpretable laws, delays in court cases and
proceedings, the inability to appeal due to high legal costs, threats to
the independence of lawyers by the judiciary, and interference with
the court and pressures on the independence of judges. These concepts
were further categorized under four categories, including the
weakness of expert staff, the prevalence of corruption, limitations on
the independence of the judiciary, and the structural weakness in the
judiciary. Moreover, the process tracing method helped analyze the
relationship between the quality of judicial performance and political
trust.

This research aligns with the perspective that in a complex world and
society, the relationships between organizations and individuals
require a third-party mediator, which typically manifests as the
government. For governments to fulfill this role effectively, they must
embody a virtue centered on ensuring the collective good or being
inclusive. A fundamental characteristic of a qualified government
capable of acting as a third-party mediator is its commitment to
impartiality. Within this approach, certain political institutions are



Fall 2024 | No. 39 | Vol. 10 | The State Studies Quarterly | 256

uniquely positioned to generate trust. These governmental institutions
promote political, legal, and social equality, adhering to principles of
fairness, honesty, and impartiality. Therefore, when investigating the
causes of declining political trust in a society, it is essential to identify
instances of unfairness, dishonesty, or favoritism within political
institutions. If the judiciary in a given country contributes to a decline
in political trust, it likely deviates from the principles of inclusiveness.
Two key indicators of inclusiveness within the judiciary are the
provision of quick and fair access to justice.

Conclusion

According to the findings, the weakness of staff, corruption,
limitations on the independence of the judiciary, and structural issues
have disrupted quick and fair access to justice. As a result, the
judiciary tends to be far from inclusiveness. The greater this gap
becomes, the more the judiciary contributes to the erosion of political
trust. Driven by the disruptions in fair and quick access to justice, the
judiciary’s performance seems to have led to adecline in political trust
in Iran.

Keywords: Political trust, Fair trial, Judiciary, Institutionalism,
Judicial independence.
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