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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The exploration of the formation and context of the tyrannical state
has a long history in political thought. However, the connection
between tyrannical political systems and psychology emerged in the
twentieth century, particularly after the rise of non-democratic
governments in Western Europe. Manés Sperber was a key figure who
sought to explain the tyrannical state through the lens of psychology.
Sperber, deeply influenced by Adler’s theories of individual
psychology, integrated these central concepts into his analysis of the
political psychology of the tyrannical state. Initially a strong supporter
of the Stalinist state, Sperber distanced himself after the horrific
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events and purges of the 1930s, leading him to write extensively on
how tyrannical states are formed in different countries. The current
study aimed to explore the dimensions of political psychology of the
tyrannical state as viewed by Manes Sperber. It tried to address the
following questions: How do tyrannical states form according to
Sperber? And what psychological characteristics define the tyrannical
leader and the host society?

Materials and Methods

To answer the research questions, the study critically analyzed
Sperber’s 1939 book Zur Analyse der Tyrannis [On the Analysis of
Tyranny]. The arguments were then put forward by focusing on the
key themes and episodes of Sperber’s ideas about the tyrannical state.

Results and Discussion

According to the results, Sperber’s life can be divided into two main
stages. In the first stage, influenced by the developments in Europe
and his spirit of seeking justice, he held a positive and favorable view
of socialism and the Soviet Union. During this time, he actively
produced works and statements supporting these ideas. However,
starting in the mid-1930s, his views shifted dramatically. He became
a critic of both the Soviet Union and Stalin’s policies. Sperber’s new
perspective gave rise to a novel field of scientific inquiry known as
political psychology. This interdisciplinary branch of social sciences
aimed to analyze the political behaviors of leaders, political figures,
groups, and individuals, ultimately aiming to offer a deeper
understanding of the political behaviors of both leaders and the
masses. The findings of this research indicated that, in Sperber’s
political psychology, the tyrannical state can only emerge under two



87 | Mousanejad

essential conditions: the presence of an individual with the capacity
for tyrannical rule, and the existence of a mass and disintegrated
society. Sperber analyzed the tyrannical state through the lens of
Adler’s idividual psychology. According to Adler’s theory,
individuals who experience physical or mental deficiencies often
develop an inferiority complex. This feeling of inferiority drives them
to seek compensation, eventually leading to a sense of superiority.
These individuals, as described in Sperber’s political psychology, are
predisposed to tyrannical leadership and may become autocratic
figures. However, as he points out, the mere presence of such
individuals in society does not necessarily result in the rise of a
tyrannical state. While many such individuals may exist across
different societies, they can only attain power under conditions where
economic, social, and political circumstances provide an opportunity,
and where the populace is prepared to accept their rule. Therefore, not
everyone in society is in a position to achieve tyrannical leadership.
In Sperber’s theory, another key factor for the emergence of a
tyrannical state is a mass, disintegrated society—one in which
individuals lack dependence on or solidarity with one another,
creating a highly atomized society.

Conclusion

According to Sperber’s theory, large groups of selfish individuals are
influenced by a tyrannical leader who taps into their selfishness and
stirs therr emotions. These individuals, m lne with Adler’s
psychology, often harbor feelings of inferiority due to various
disabilities and a deep resentment toward life. This hatred for life fuels
a desire to destroy and annihilate those responsible for creating such
an existence. The people tend to seek compensation for their past,
hoping for a better and more idealistic future. However, as Sperber
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argues, they are unable to compensate for their past on their own, and
no one can change their fate single-handedly. These individuals
recognize their inability to change their circumstances, and they
realize that any significant change requires someone extraordinary.
That special figure is the tyrannical leader.

Keywords:  Political ~ psychology, — Sperber, Tyrannical state,
Individual psychology, Feeling of inferiority.
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